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Hurricane Sandy and the Storm of November 7, 2012:  I would like to express 
my personal support, as well as the support of the entire school District, to those 
individuals and families who were affected by hurricane Sandy.  I know that some of our 
staff and community members lost their homes or possessions but I believe that the 
large majority have gotten back on track.  I have asked each building principal to assess 
the needs of the families and staff in their schools and we have begun to respond 
accordingly.  If anyone is in need of assistance, please reach out to the building 
principal of your school or to the personnel office in the case of a central staff member.  
Information regarding resources for families in need was sent home with our students 
when they returned to school.  Our website has this information and it is being updated 
as further information becomes available.    
 
I am grateful to our staff members who have helped the District "weather" this storm in 
such a dedicated and professional manner.  I would like to thank our Assistant 
Superintendent of Business, John Calavano; Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds, Rick 
Goetz and his hard working crew who began as soon as the storm ended; clearing the 
areas around our facilities; checking for damage and arranging for restoration 
efforts. Our Transportation Supervisor, Director of Technology, Building Principals and 
other Administrators have been instrumental in communicating the conditions of the 
roads and schools to the staff and families of the District.    
  
I would like to commend Mayor Brian Levine, Township Manager Robert Vornlocker as 
well as Police Chief Roberts and their staff for the Township's response to the storm.   
 
Most of the buildings of Franklin Township Public Schools fared well after Hurricane 
Sandy except for Sampson G. Smith School.  The roof of SGS was damaged by the 
hurricane.  Work began a few days after the storm to replace a major section of the roof.  
I would like to thank Board Member Richard Seamon, Chairman of the Facilities 
Committee for coming out on a moment’s notice to examine the damage to the roof.  I 
would also like to thank Mayor Brian Levine for reaching out to PSENG to ensure that a 
live power line near the school was repaired and that power was restored to SGS.   
 
There was also some damage to a mechanical unit on the roof of Franklin High School 
and some flooding there. Franklin Park School and the Pre School Annex were without 
power for a few days and also experienced problems with their phone lines.   
 
All of the schools of our District, except for Sampson G. Smith were closed until 
Wednesday, November 7, 2012.  Power was restored to Sampson by that evening.  The 
teaching staff from SGS returned on Thursday, November 8, 2012 to assist Principal 
Eileen Brett; Interim Assistant Principal Jacquelyn Blamo-Hawthorne and Assistant 
Principal David Whitman as they reset the classrooms and lockers that had been 
damaged.  SGS students returned to school on Friday, November 9, 2012.   
 



A tremendous thank you to Ms. Brett and her team.  Their dedication and willingness to 
go above and beyond during a difficult time is greatly appreciated by all. 
 
Calendar and Marking Period Changes:  Due to the hurricane there will be calendar 
changes that will affect Sampson G. Smith School.  These changes will be posted on 
our web sites tomorrow.  Additionally, the first marking period for all schools has been 
extended from November 19, 2012 to November 27, 2012.  Report cards will be 
distributed on December 17, 2012.   
 
Personnel Update:  Interviews are underway for the positions of Supervisor of 
Mathematics K-5; Supervisor of Math and Science 5-8, and Director of Guidance.  
There are currently one staff member suspended with pay since 9/1/12; one staff 
member suspended with pay since 11/8/12 and one staff member suspended without 
pay as of 10/19/12. Mr. RaShawn Adams began his work as Principal of Franklin Middle 
School on November 1st.  I believe Mr. Adams will be present at our next Board of 
Education meeting.   

 


